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ANGIOTECH'S CORPORATE PARTNER, BOSTON SCIENTIFIC, A NNOUNCES
COMPLETION OF CLINICAL TRIAL ENROLLMENT FOR THIRD-G =~ ENERATION
DRUG-ELUTING STENT

PERSEUS clinical program to evaluate TAXUS® Elemerit Platinum Chromium Stent

VANCOUVER, BC, October 8, 2008 — Angiotech Pharmaioals, Inc. (NASDAQ: ANPI,

TSX: ANP), a global specialty pharmaceutical andliced device company, today reported that
its corporate partner, Boston Scientific CorpomaifNYSE: BSX), has completed enroliment in
the PERSEUS trial, designed to evaluate the thamegation TAXUS® Element™ paclitaxel-
eluting coronary stent. The Element Stent platféeatures the proprietary Platinum Chromium
Alloy, and is designed to enable thinner strutdgricreased flexibility, a lower profile and
improved radial strength, recoil and radiopacity.

“The new alloy and stent design of TAXUS Elemertvdes improved deliverability and
visibility, even in patients with complex and clesiging anatomy,” said Dean J. Kereiakes,
M.D., Medical Director at the Christ Hospital Heartd Vascular Center and the Lindner
Research Center in Cincinnati, the principal inigegor for the trials. “I am very enthusiastic
about the potential the TAXUS Element Stent offaesto treat a broader range of patients.”

Currently the leading drug-eluting stents worldwi@i&XUS Stent Systems have been evaluated
by the industry’s most extensive randomized, cdiemcclinical trial program, as well as studied
in more than 35,000 real-world patients enrollegast-approval registries. The PERSEUS
clinical program has enrolled nearly 1,500 patiett$00 U.S. and international centers since
July 2007, and will compare the TAXUS Element Sterthe prior-generation TAXUS

Expresé™ Stent marketed in the United States since 2004.

“We congratulate our partner, Boston Scientificcompleting enrollment in this historic and
innovative study,” said Dr. William Hunter, Presidend CEO of Angiotech. “This is an
important milestone and represents another stegrttsiexpanding our paclitaxel franchise into
next-generation stent systems and strengtheningioud-class portfolio of drug-coated
devices.”

The TAXUS Element Stent is an investigational devaad is limited by Federal law to
investigational use only and is not available fes Boston Scientific currently anticipates
achieving CE Mark approval for the European markef009.



Cautionary Statement Regarding Forward-Looking Staements

Statements contained in this press release thaioateased on historical fact, including withouitiation
statements containing the words “believes,” “méplans,” “will,” “estimate,” “continue,” “anticipag¢s,” “intends,”
“expects” and similar expressions, constitute “fard+looking statements” within the meaning of th& LPrivate
Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995 and “fomglalooking information” within the meaning of apgéible
Canadian securities laws. All such statements agenpursuant to the “safe harbor” provisions ofliapple
securities legislation. Forward-looking statemenggy involve, but are not limited to, comments witpect to our
objectives and priorities for the second half 0d@&nd beyond, our strategies or future actionstargets,
expectations for our financial condition and thsutes of, or outlook for, our operations, reseatekielopment and
product and drug development. Such forward-lookstagements involve known and unknown risks, unodites
and other factors that may cause the actual regwisits or developments to be materially diffefesth any future
results, events or developments expressed or ichpifesuch forward-looking statements. Many suckstis
uncertainties and other factors are taken into@atcas part of our assumptions underlying thesedoi-looking
statements and include, among others, the followgegeral economic and business conditions, batbnely and
in the regions in which we operate; market deméschnological changes that could impact our exgspiroducts
or our ability to develop and commercialize futpreducts; competition; existing governmental retjofes and
changes in, or the failure to comply with, govermia¢regulations; adverse results or unexpectealydeh pre-
clinical and clinical product development processelverse findings related to the safety and/acaty of our
products or products sold by our partners; decssiand the timing of decisions, made by healthleggry agencies
regarding approval of our technology and produentst the requirement for substantial funding to cmhdesearch
and development and to expand manufacturing andnasoialization activities or consummate acquisgioin
addition, our business is subject to certain opggatsks that may cause any results expressetmiad by the
forward-looking statements in this press releasdiffer materially from our actual results. Thegemting risks
include: our ability to attract and retain qualifipersonnel; our ability to successfully complate-glinical and
clinical development of our products; changes isilbess strategy or development plans; our faili@btain patent
protection for discoveries; loss of patent protattiesulting from third party challenges to ourepes;
commercialization limitations imposed by patentsied or controlled by third parties; our abilitydbtain rights to
technology from licensors; liability for patent iches and other claims asserted against us; outyatmliobtain and
enforce timely patent and other intellectual préypprotection for our technology and products; dbdity to enter
into, and to maintain, corporate alliances relatmthe development and commercialization of oaht®logy and
products; market acceptance of our technology aodygts; our ability to successfully manufacturerket and
sell our products; the continued availability opital to finance our activities; and any other fastreferenced in
our other filings with the Securities and Exchaf@genmission (the “SEC”")Given these uncertainties,
assumptions and risk factors, readers are cautionedot to place undue reliance on such forward-lookig
statements. Except as required by law, we disclaiany obligation to update any such factors or to pulicly
announce the result of any revisions to any of thirward-looking statements contained in this presselease
to reflect future results, events or developments.
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Boston Scientific Corporation acquired worldwidekesive rights from Angiotech to use paclitaxel on
its coronary stent products and has co-exclusgisito certain peripheral vascular and non-vascula
products.

TAXUS® Element™ and ExpreS¥ aretrademarks of Boston Scientific Corporation.

About Angiotech

Angiotech Pharmaceuticals, Inc. is a global spgcigtarmaceutical and medical device company with
over 1,500 dedicated employees. Angiotech discodenselops and markets innovative treatment
solutions for diseases or complications associattdmedical device implants, surgical interventon
and acute injury. To find out more about Angiot@dASDAQ: ANPI, TSX: ANP), please visit our
website at www.angiotech.com.
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